My Three Years in America

wrong ; because it put an end to the peace overtures made by
Mr. Wilson, which had been started with our approval I did
my utmost to try to got the Berlin resolution cancelled, or at
least to obtain a postponement of the date on which it was
to come into force, and with this end in view I sent the following
telegram to Berlin:
Cm-iKK TELEGRAM
" Washington, igth January, 1917,
r
** War inevitable in view of the proposed action.   Danger
of rupture could be mitigated by the fixing of a definite interval
of time, say one month, HO that neutral vessels and passengers
may be spared, as any preliminary awl timely warning seems
impossible if present programme is carried out,    I shall have
to  give  the  password  for  xiimavigablc  German  steamers on
February ist, as effect of carrying out of my instructions here
will be like declaration of war, and strict guard will bo kept*   In
any case an incident like that of the Lusitania may bo expected
soon.
f* If military reasons are not absolutely imperative, in view
of my Telegram 212, postponement most urgently desirable*
Wilson believes he can obtain peace on the basis of ox*r pro*
posed equal rights of all nations- House told mo again yesterday,
that Wilson proposed to take action very shortly, for in view
of our declaration regarding future Peace League, etc*, ho regards
prospects of a Peace Conference as favourable/'
In my efforts to avoid a broach with the United States, the
President helped me to the extent of making a communication
to the Senate on January 22nd, which ho personally read to them
in solemn session. In this communication, Mr, Wilson ex-
haustively developed hjs programme of a ** Paace without
Conquest/* As the President officially communicated this
proposal to all the belligerent Powers on the same day, it was
to be regarded as a fresh and most solemn step towards peace.
306